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What is the most common cause of Heel pain?

Plantar Fascitis is the most common cause of heel pain.

If you experience a sharp pain in your heel when you first step down in
the morning, it is most likely due to Plantar Fascitis.

The classic symptoms are pain in the heel at the first step in the morning
or upon rising after long periods of rest. Many will complain of a sharp
pain in the heel when they step out of their car or after finishing their
lunch break. Other individuals only experience heel pain at the end of the
day or during certain types of activity like running, soccer or tennis. The
pain may extend into the arch and feel achy at the end of the day. This
problem is a result of excess stress through a long ligament type
structure (the plantar fascia) at the bottom of the foot. Excess stress
causes tear and results in inflammation with pain.

1. Identify the cause: Poor foot wear, starting a new activity such as
walking or running after a period of inactivity etc.

2. Avoid aggravating activities like going up and down the stairs,
walking over uneven surfaces, squatting.

3. Stop running or walking

4. Use an ice massage: Freeze a bottle of water and roll it under your
feet for about 20 minutes twice a day. This will help to reduce
inflammation and stretch the arch of the feet.

5. Use a contrast bath: This is to reduce chronic inflammation,
alternate between ice and heat. Start with the hot water for around
4-5 minutes and then switch to cold water for another 1 minute.
Repeat this cycle for 15 to 20 minutes. End the treatment with hot
water. This consumes time but is very effective.

6. Roll a ball under your foot: Simply roll a ball under your feet so
that it stretches the arch of the feet. This should not cause any pain.

7. Stretch your calf in the morning: If you have pain in the morning
upon walking, before you get out of the bed wrap a towel around
your foot and keeping your legs straight, pull the towel towards you.
You will feel a stretch not only in your calf but also your foot. It is an
effective way to reduce pain if done regularly.

8. Take anti-inflammatory medications: Continue resting, icing and
stretching while you take the medications. Take the medication with
food and stop taking the medication if you experience stomach
discomfort.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Lose Weight: Increased weight on the body transmits to the feet.
Increasing stress on the plantar fascia can worsen Plantar Fascitis,
making it more difficult to treat. Eat smart and try to incorporate
aerobic activity, which decreases the impact on the feet.

Wear supportive shoes: A supportive shoe will only bend at the
toes. Take your shoe and flip it over. Grab the toe area and the heel
and try to fold the shoe. If the shoe bends in half, then the shoe is
not supportive.

Strengthen the muscles in your feet: Place a thin towel on your
kitchen floor. Place your foot over the towel & pull the towel towards
you by curling your toes. Another exercise is to place marbles on the
floor and pick them up one by one with your toes and put them in a
bowl.

Wear orthotics: Prefabricated orthotics is semi-rigid inserts that fit
into the shoe to help control motion in your feet. Controlling
abnormal motion in the feet can decrease the stress in the plantar
fascia. Soft inserts available at the drug store may be comfortable,
but they will not help control abnormal motion like Plantar Fascitis.

Try a night splint: A night splint holds the foot at 90 degrees while
you sleep. This keeps the foot and the calf stretched out all night
long. Night splints are an effective treatment, but can be quite
uncomfortable.

Physical therapy - With this conservative treatment alternative, a
physical therapist designs a set of exercises that are intended to
address your specific needs in order to promote healing and provide
treatment to reduce pain using various modalities suiting the
patient.

More invasive procedures to treat Plantar Fascitis are usually
sought only after other treatments have failed to produce favorable
results.

Corticosteroid injections deliver medicine into the injured fascia
to reduce pain. Your treating doctor will decide if injections are
needed.

Lastly, surgery is the last option for those suffering from chronic or
severe Plantar Fascitis.
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